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MEETING MINUTES

______________________________________________________________________Meeting Name:
Modifications Panel


Meeting No: 20
Date of Meeting:
10th February 2009


Time: 10.00am - 15:00pm
Venue:

Hotel Isaacs, Dublin 1
In Attendance:

	
	
	

	Members/Alternates

	Iain Wright 
	Chairperson & Supplier Member
	Airtricity

	Rodney Doyle 
	TSO Member
	EirGrid 

	Vivienne Price
	TSO Alternate
	SONI 

	Denis Kelly 
	MDP Member
	NIE T&D

	Emeka Chukwureh 
	Supplier Alternate
	Airtricity

	Stephen Walsh 
	Supplier Member
	ESB CS

	Grainne O' Shea
	Generator Alternate
	ESB PG

	Garrett Blaney
	Generator Member
	VP&E

	Sheenagh Rooney
	RA Member
	CER

	Philip Newsome
	RA Alternate
	CER

	Juliet Corbett
	RA Member
	NIAUR

	William Steele 
	Supplier Alternate
	NIE Energy

	Aileen O' Connor 
	MDP Alternate
	ESB Networks

	Margaret Hayden
	Generator Member
	ESBI

	Niamh Delaney
	MO Member
	SEMO

	Aodhagan Downey
	MO Alternate
	SEMO

	Aidan Keely
	Supplier Alternate
	BGES

	Shane Rourke
	TSO Alternate
	Eirgrid

	Michael Walsh
	Generator Member
	IWEA 

	Observers/Other

	Dana Kelleher
	Observer
	CER

	Simon Street
	Observer
	CER

	Ian Luney
	Observer
	NIE PPB

	Colm Gaffney
	Observer
	SEMO

	Sonya Twohig
	Observer
	EirGrid

	Mary d'Arcy
	Observer
	EirGrid

	Sean Mackin
	Observer
	SEMO

	Dermot Barry
	Observer 
	SEMO

	Michael Behan
	Observer
	SEMO

	Liam Ryan
	Observer 
	SEMO

	MT Campbell
	Secretariat
	SEMO

	Ciara Corby
	Secretariat
	SEMO


Section 1 
I. Minutes
Minutes from Meeting 18, were read and approved.
II. Status update – FRRs


All FRRs drafted and in circulation.

III. Modifications Committee FRR Process Review


Presentation from MT Campbell. 

Action: Feedback required from all.

IV. Legal Support for Committee Draft


Action: Feedback required by next Monday, procurement process starting next week.

V. Election of Vice Chair


New elections will not be held as there are elections in July 2009.


New Members were welcomed:



Aodhagan Downey (Alternate SEMO)



Grainne O' Shea (ESB PG)



Aileen O' Connor (ESB Networks)


Action: MT Campbell to initiate Vice-Chair vote on Thursday February 12th.

VI. Calendar


Action: MT Campbell to publish on website

VII. Any Other Business


Action: It was requested that minutes be taken at future Emergency Modification meetings.


MT Campbell confirmed that a working group section will be created on the website.

Section 2
Review of Action items from Last Meeting


All actions are complete.
	New Modifications

	Item
	Mod
	Proposer
	Discussion Points
	Actions/

Comment
	Outcome/

Vote Result 

	
	Mod_01_09: A collection of typographic and grammatical errors


	Aidan Keely
	· The proposer explained the Modification which seeks to correct typographical errors in the code. 
· It was agreed that a separate mod be created on the additional typos sent through by the RAs.

· There were no objections to going to a vote on this Modification
	Actions: 
1. Data Record and Data Transaction should be "as defined in the glossary of the code"
2. Hyperlink to be updated in FRR in process section.

3. Remove extra space in "import  in" in FRR.

4. SEMO to create Mod on the extension submitted by Simon Street.
	Recommended for Approval
(Unanimous)

William Steele

Iain Wright

Aidan Keely

Michael Walsh

Grainne O' Shea 

Margaret Hayden

Garrett Blaney

Stephen Walsh 

	I. 
	Mod_02_09: Further extension of Section 7 Clauses for calculation of Eligible Availability for Energy Limited Units


	Niamh Delaney
	· The proposer explained the Modification which seeks a further extension of 6 months to allow time to complete the analysis required, after which time SEMO will endeavour to have it completed. 
· It was understood that SEMO will be in breach of the code at the end of Feb 2009 if this modification is not approved.

· It was intended to have the work completed in time for the February meeting, but other issues such as the analysis of the SO-SO Trades issue and modifications analysis arising from Working Groups deflected the necessary resource. 

· It was requested that notice be provided in the future if SEMO will need extensions. Furthermore, informal updates would be appreciated on progress.
· It was noted that the committee were not happy with the extension but felt that they were left with no other alternative but to approve the modification. 
· (The MO member notes that February 2008 should read February 2009 in the justification and implication sections of the mod.)
	
	Recommended for Approval
(Unanimous)

William Steele

Iain Wright

Aidan Keely

Michael Walsh

Grainne O' Shea 

Margaret Hayden

Garrett Blaney

Stephen Walsh

	II. 
	Mod_03_09: Credit Cover SRA cancellation via email


	Nigel Thomson
	· The MO member  explained the modification, which seeks to allow the MO inform participants by email rather than fax when they cancel a Settlement Reallocation Agreement as part of credit cover calculations.
· It was noted however, that the following needs to be checked: 1. whether email is legally admissible; - (The modification was legally reviewed by SEMO legal prior to the Modifications Committee meeting, but one proposer requested additional legal review regarding the contractual obligations of SRAs.); confirm that case where e-mail is down is covered by the Emergency Communications Procedure.; whether other addressees can be c.c.d in the email.
	Actions: 

SEMO to check the following:

1. Whether email is legally admissible; 
2. Confirm that case where e-mail is down is covered by the Emergency Communications Procedure.; 3. Whether other addressees can be c.c.d in the email.
	Recommended for Approval subject to legal confirmation
(Unanimous)

William Steele

Iain Wright

Aidan Keely

Michael Walsh

Grainne O' Shea 

Margaret Hayden

Garrett Blaney

Stephen Walsh
Denis Kelly

Aileen O' Connor

Niamh Delaney

Vivienne Price

Rodney Doyle

	III. 
	Mod_04_09: Provision of Commencement Notice to System Operators, External Data Providers


	Mary D'arcy
	· The proposer explained the Modification with a PowerPoint presentation.
· Mod_04_09 is the first of 4 proposed mods, 3 of which (04, 05, 06) were raised at this meeting.
	Actions: 

Typos to be corrected in FRR
	Recommended for Approval
(Majority)
William Steele

Iain Wright

Aidan Keely

Michael Walsh

Grainne O' Shea 

Margaret Hayden

Garrett Blaney

Stephen Walsh (Defer)

	IV. 
	Mod_05_09: Operational Readiness Confirmation for Variable Generator Units, Classification Change


	Mary D'arcy
	· The proposer explained the Modification with a PowerPoint presentation.

· It was noted that Michael Walsh had an issue with this modification. He stated that it formalised the current policy to not allow a unit to register as Variable until it received its Op Cert from the System Operators. In his view, this was causing a number of units, in certain instances, to unfairly lose revenue. A number of units that do not yet have Op Certs have registered in the market as "Autonomous" with the intention of registering as “Variable” when they receive their Op Certs. Autonomous Units are defined as not dispatchable in the SEM and therefore there is no mechanism to compensate them for being dispatched down. However, in a number of instances, these units have been dispatched down by the System Operators. It is only when units receive their Op Cert from the SO that they can register as Variable and receive compensation from being dispatched down.

· It was highlighted that this modification is to bridge the gap in the T&SC which would now allow units to register as "Autonomous” and get paid in the market. The issue of Autonomous units not receiving compensation when dispatched down is a Grid Code issue and should be addressed at the GCRP.

· The RAs stated that they are currently examining the compensation of units with a view to consulting on it at the start of the summer and with a final decision by the end of the summer.
	Action:
Typographical errors to be fixed in the FRR including: 2.56 "apply to", 5.4 "space" etc. Use "Class" rather than "Classification"


	Recommended for Approval
(Majority)
William Steele

Iain Wright

Aidan Keely

Michael Walsh (Reject)

Grainne O' Shea 

Margaret Hayden

Garrett Blaney

Stephen Walsh (Reject)

	V. 
	Mod_06_09: Data Queries by External Data Providers


	Mary D'arcy
	· The proposer introduced the Modification with a PowerPoint presentation.

· There was some discussion on the wording of the modification. However it was agreed that the committee would vote and revised wording will be included in the FRR.
	Action:
Change the following in the FRR:

1.  "in the event that they discover an error"

2. External Data Provider definition, include "that provide data to the Meter Operator"

3. Spaces in 6.8.3, part 1

4. Procedural step 17

5. "May" instead of "shall"


	Recommended for Approval
(Unanimous)

William Steele

Iain Wright

Aidan Keely

Michael Walsh

Grainne O' Shea 

Margaret Hayden

Garrett Blaney

Stephen Walsh

	VI. 
	Mod_07_09: SEMO Cash Pooling


	Michael Behan
	· The proposer explained this modification and highlighted that there is no suggestion that Northern Bank is in any difficulty.
· Funds are currently not covered by either the UK or Danish Government schemes. The mod proposes a cash pooling arrangement between Northern Bank and NIB which would allow funds to be transferred to an NIB "pooling a/c" and would therefore be covered by the Danish government bank scheme. The arrangement would cost €2,000 a year. 

· It was decided to vote subject to legal advice
	Action:

Typo "SEM Collateral Reserve Accounts" to be included in paragraph 6.17A.
	Recommended for Approval subject to legal advice

(Unanimous)

William Steele

Iain Wright

Aidan Keely

Michael Walsh

Grainne O' Shea 

Margaret Hayden

Garrett Blaney

Stephen Walsh


	VII. 
	Mod_08_09: Publication of Shadow Price and Units Setting Shadow Price
	Damian McCoy
	· The modification was introduced by the ESB PG Alternate. The mod seeks to include shadow price and units setting shadow price in publications.
· It was explained by the MO member that determining which unit sets the shadow price is not always straightforward. The shadow price in one period can be set by a unit in a different trading period of the day. It can be a combination of multiple resources in one trading period or multiple resources in multiple adjacent trading periods

· Therefore it is not possible to implement this in the market systems. 
	
	Withdrawn


SEMO IT Release Schedule and Presentation
It was confirmed that the next gate closure for system change requests is 27/02/2009. The following cut-off date is 24/07/2009. It was questioned as to whether this date can be changed. It was highlighted that if the date was changed then it would have an impact on market changes.

Actions: 


Copy of presentation to be published on website.


SEMO will look to put estimates on extra time required following impact assessment.

	Deferred Modifications

	Item
	Mod
	Proposer
	Discussion Points
	Actions/

Comment
	Outcome/

Vote Result 

	VIII. 
	Mod_34_08_V3: Dual Rated Amendment (Working Group Report)


	Niamh Delaney
	· The recommendations from the working group were discussed. 
· The MO member explained that there is not a costing for the alternative proposal and before SEMO goes to the vendors for an IA the proposal needs to be fully developed with clear requirements. Furthermore, analysis to date has been on the original solution.
· It was highlighted that a manual workaround would pose considerable risk.
· Consensus was that the TSOs should carry out additional work on the alternative solution and determine whether it can be delivered in time for June with an extension from the RAs.
	Action:
R Doyle to return by COB Friday 13th February with a date for which they can return with an answer. 
	Deferred

	IX. 
	Mod_47_08: Validation of Technical Data – Enduring Validation Process (Impact Assessment)


	Gill Nolan 
	· The MO member outlined that a presentation had been made on this modification at the MOST on January 13th at which SEMO had requested feedback from participants and had suggested going back to the vendor to look for an alternative solution. A summary of the responses was given, Original proposal will cost €1.2M and take 9-12 months, a breakdown of this was circulated in advance if the meeting. It was agreed at the MOST that validation is required.
· SEMO have returned to the vendors with high level requirements based on which they have developed an alternative proposal, which will need to be finalised with the TSOs. The vendor has indicated that the cost is expected to be less than the cost of the original proposal, although still significant. SEMO proposed pursuing the alternative proposal before voting on this mod.
· On this basis it was agreed to defer the mod until the Change Request is finalised and the vendors have returned with a cost.


	
	Deferred

	X. 
	Mod_54_08:Individual Warning Limit Above Default Warning Limit


	Nigel Thomson
	· The MO member gave a recap of the modification, and the cost benefit analysis performed by SEMO, which had been deferred pending the final decision on Mod_31_08, which has now been approved by the RAs.

· It was stated by the suppliers at the meeting that this modification does not provide much benefit to them however it may be beneficial for smaller suppliers.
· It was pointed out that some suppliers had requested this Modification to be approved through feedback at a recent MOUG. A vote was taken and the modification was approved.

· The cost of this change will be circa €37,000.
	
	Recommended for Approval
(Unanimous)

William Steele

Iain Wright

Aidan Keely

Michael Walsh

Grainne O' Shea 

Margaret Hayden

Garrett Blaney

Stephen Walsh

	XI. 
	Mod_64_08:Treatment of Generator Unit Registration Delays (Working Group Recommendations)


	Emeka Chukwureh
	· Proposed to defer by proposer following final close off of working groups.
	
	Deferred

	XII. 
	Mod_65_08: Generator Unit Short Term Test Status (Working Group Report)
	
	· SEMO stated that it will not be possible to perform the analysis proposed in the working group report without system changes.

· It was agreed to defer this modification following an update from Marie Therese next week and circulation of a plan, bearing in mind that the cut-off date for system changes for deployment in May 2010 is end July 2009. 
	Action:
MT Campbell to circulate plan.
	Deferred


XIII. AOB
The RAs asked whether the Action from the last meeting: Action: FRR for Mod_67_08 - Redrafting of wording for Demand and Generation in Agreed Procedure was completed. The secretariat stated that it was her understanding that all actions had been completed.
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